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Summary 

Gwynedd Council have proposed that construction works for Barmouth North CRMP 

scheme are to be phased. This is primarily due to internal funding concerns. Without 

phasing the work Gwynedd will not have the required match funding for the full 

scheme. Due to the way that works in Gwynedd are funded they would therefore not 

be able to commence construction in the next few years. Phasing of the work would 

allow for some of the work to be completed under CMRP. This approach, however, 

comes with risks and disadvantages.  

Decision Required 

A decision is needed on whether a phased approach is acceptable for Barmouth 

North. This is needed as soon as possible if the scheme is to continue under current 

CRMP timescales. 

Introduction 

Gwynedd City Council have provided Welsh Government with an Outline Business 

Case for a Coastal Defence Scheme at Barmouth North. The development of this 

project has been funded via the CRMP programme. Defences in Barmouth North are 

currently in poor condition and are at risk from structural damage, erosion and 

overtopping. 

  

Figure 1: Storm damage to set back walls (left and centre) and overtopping (right) during 2014 storm event 

The current defences at North Barmouth are comprised of a linear sloped revetment 

and wave return wall. Overtopping risk is further managed by primary and secondary 

setback walls. Timber groynes are present along the frontage, although have failed 

to significantly reduce the beach lowering which has occurred at the northern end of 

the promenade. 

The preferred option for the scheme consists of improvements to the existing 

defences, and replacement and raising of the current primary and secondary setback 

walls. Erosion protection will also be provided to these defence through a mixture of 

rock armour in the north of the study area and beach nourishment in the south.  

This scheme will reduce flood risk to 447 properties and will provide a 2% annual 

exceedance probability (AEP) or 1 in 50 year standard of protection which includes 

50 years of climate change. This is approximately equivalent to a 0.5% AEP or 1 in 

200 year present day standard of protection.  










